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ENDOSCOPE IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 




ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the utilization efficiency of a recording medium 
by automatically compressing endoscope images with optimum compressibility. 

SOLUTION: At the digital l/F circuit of a CCU, the digital video signal is outputted to an 
extension unit 10 while adding a control signal and a discriminate signal from a CPU. The 
extension unit inputs a non-compressed digital video signal, to which the discriminate 
signal is added by the digital l/F circuit of the CCU, extracts the discriminate signal and 
outputs the non-compressed digital video signal while adding a compressibility signal 
corresponding to the discriminate signal through a discrimination circuit 51 and this unit is 
provided with a compression circuit 52 for compressing the non-compressed digital video 
signal, to which the compressibility signal is added, from the discrimination circuit with the 
compressibility corresponding to the compressibility signal and a recording part 53 for 
recording the compressibility signal and the compressed digital video signal through a PC 
card slot 1 1 onto a PC card 12. 
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